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Marothodi: TT1e Historical Archaeology of an African Capital is essentially archaeological 
research that is based on the excavations of the Tlokwa capital that flourished in the J 8th 

century. --Marothodi.'. as Dr. Mark Anderson correctly translates the SeTswana word. means 
"drops 

.
. , directly implying, .. rain drops:· As a toponym, it refers to the historical capital of the 

BaTlokwa. one of the modem BaTswana peoples who inhabited the area, between 
Pilancsbcrg and the Great Madikwe (Groot Marice) River. That was before the 18th to 19'" 
Century Difaqane or Nfecane, which were occasioned by a series of social and political 
upheavals in Southern Africa. and which were rooted in inter-ethnic disputes. Initially these 
instabilities were staned funhcr south, mainly from within the Zulu Kingdom, and later 
spread funher nonh. The BaTlokwa were concerned by these socio-political instabilities at an 
earlier stage, when they came to live among the Batswana; and at a later stage when they 
were moved from the Marothodi. As the author correctly states. the Tlokwa are not originally 
Tswana but are from some �guni groups who came to live among the BaTswana in recent 
centuries. possibly in the 181

" century. Some of the Tlokwa remained among the Nonhem 
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