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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) offer a comprehensive path for Africa to
achieve its goals to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all by 2030.
But first the continent has to address the challenges associated with institutional
capacity gaps, lack of political will and the need to build international alliances.
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Abstract

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a universal call to action adopted by all UN member states in 2015,
aiming to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all by 2030. The SDGs promote inclusive
development through sustainable economic growth, social inclusion and environmental protection. Using secondary
data analysis, this paper investigates the opportunities and challenges associated with the SDGs, examining how
national policies connect with them and evaluating the implementation of relevant treaties and conventions. Key
findings highlight institutional capacity gaps, the impact of political will and the importance of international alliances
in achieving the SDGs. The study also emphasises the need for effective monitoring and evaluation systems to
track success, ensure accountability and promote adaptive policy approaches. These findings contribute to the
discourse on sustainable development and offer a roadmap for policy-makers and organisations committed to
advancing sustainable development across Africa.
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Introduction

frica faces unique opportunities and challenges in development, reflected in the transformative Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) policy framework aimed at supporting equitable and sustainable global development

(Nhamo, Dube & Chikodzi, 2020; Phakathi, 2019; Ufomba, 2020; Vhumbunu, 2022; Dinbabo, 2024; Dinbabo, 2003;

Adeniyi and Dinbabo, 2019). Endorsed by all UN member states in 2015, the 17 SDGs address issues such as gender

equality, environmental sustainability, poverty and hunger by 2030 (Dinbabo & Badewa, 2020; Efretuei, 2007; Hegertun
& Meestad, 2023; Maluwa, 2020; Mangala, 2016; Dugarova & Gulasan, 2017). International treaties provide the legal framework for
implementing the SDGs in Africa, facilitating collaboration, resource mobilisation and policy alignment. For instance, the Maputo
Protocol advances Goal 5 (gender equality), while the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) agreement supports Goal 8
(decent work). Additionally, the Paris Agreement promotes Goal 13 (climate action) by encouraging sustainable environmental
policies and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) directly supports Goal 15 (life on land) through
sustainable land management (Byron-Cox, 2020).

Africa can tackle structural issues like hunger (Goal 1), access to quality education (Goal 4), clean water (Goal 6) and
other essential needs through international accords (Mugagga & Nabaasa, 2016; Mballa, 2022). Goal 17 (partnerships for the goals)
is reflected in the New Partnership for Africa's Development (Nepad), emphasising global and regional collaboration for
sustainable development (Efretuei, 2007). The SDGs framework offers a comprehensive path for Africa to achieve its goals, backed
by treaties ensuring inclusivity (Miriti, 2022). However, Africa's diverse socio-economic and political landscapes pose challenges
(Mballa, 2022). This study evaluates the integration of SDGs into policies, their alignment with development plans such as Agenda
2063 and offers recommendations for improving SDG implementation, aiming for a sustainable and equitable future for Africa.

The following section outlines the study's methodology, followed by an explanation of its background and contextual
information. Additionally, a review of relevant literature is presented. The results and analysis of findings related to the SDGs,
policy frameworks, and treaties and conventions for development in Africa are then examined. The study concludes with key
findings, along with conclusions and recommendations.

Methodological approach

The study utilised a secondary data analysis approach to examine the SDGs, including reports, policy documents,
official publications and academic research sourced from reputable global and regional organisations. This method enabled
a comprehensive understanding of existing initiatives, aligning global targets such as the SDGs with Africa-specific
frameworks such as Agenda 2063 and the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP). The
analysis also focused on synthesising data from diverse sources to explore how African countries integrate these frameworks
into their national and regional policies. Treaties and conventions such as the Paris Agreement, African Charter on Human
and Peoples' Rights and the Bamako Convention were critically examined for their role in guiding Africa’s sustainable
development. The study aimed to identify patterns, challenges and areas of synergy between global and continental goals.
This methodological approach provided a holistic view of how African countries are navigating development challenges
while contributing to global sustainability efforts, offering insights into policy integration and implementation across the
continent.

Background and contextualisation

The comprehensive, global agenda known as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) policy framework, that
aims to eradicate poverty, protect the environment, and guarantee peace and prosperity for all by the year 2030 (Arora &
Mishra, 2022; Bali Swain & Yang-Wallentin, 2020; Colglazier, 2015; Fukuda-Parr, 2016; Hak, Janouskova & Moldan, 2016; Miriti,
2022), builds on the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) (UN, 2015). In addition, it covers new
areas such as climate change, economic inequality, innovation, sustainable consumption, peace and justice, and other crucial
priorities.

The MDGs and their impact

The eight MDGs, established in 2000, aimed to ensure environmental sustainability, promote gender equality,
reduce poverty and improve health and education by 2015 (Kabiru & Batsari, 2020). The MDGs were transformative, uniting
global efforts around shared development goals and achieving significant successes, such as halving global poverty,
increasing school attendance and reducing child mortality and diseases such as malaria and HIV/AIDS (UN, 2015). They
also provided a framework for accountability and monitoring (Kumar, Kumar & Vivekadhish, 2016; Lomazzi, Borisch &
Laaser, 2014). However, the MDGs had limitations, mainly focusing on issues pertinent to developed nations, and
neglecting areas like sustainable production, climate change and economic inequality in poorer countries (Sachs, 2012).
Critics highlighted their narrow scope, failure to address root causes of poverty and inequality, and lack of integration of
environmental, social and economic development facets (Servaes, 2021). Additionally, human rights and governance issues,
key to reducing inequality, were overlooked (Fukuda-Parr, 2016).
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Transitioning from MDGs to SDGs

After 2015, recognising the limitations of the MDGs, the international community developed the more inclusive and
comprehensive SDGs (Mabuza & Mabuza, 2020). Unlike the MDGs, the SDGs apply to all nations, addressing global
challenges such as climate change, inequality and sustainable development through coordinated international actions (UN,
2015). The SDGs cover a broader range of topics, including resource management, innovation and climate action, integrating
social, economic and environmental objectives (Bali Swain & Yang-Wallentin, 2020; Fukuda-Parr, 2016). However,
implementing the SDGs is complicated by the need to integrate diverse policies across sectors and regions, requiring
stakeholder engagement and adaptive governance (Bali Swain & Yang-Wallentin, 2020). By integrating these frameworks
and focusing on inclusivity, the SDGs can support equitable and resilient development across regions (Bonsu, TyreeHageman
& Kele, 2020). The table below provides a summary of the SDGs.

SDG Number SDG Description
Goal 1 No poverty
Goal 2 Zero hunger
Goal 3 Good health and well-being
Goal 4 Quality education
Goal 5 Gender equality
Goal 6 Clean water and sanitation
Goal 7 Affordable and clean energy
Goal 8 Decent work and economic growth
Goal 9 Industry, innovation and infrastructure
Goal 10 Reduced inequalities
Goal 11 Sustainable cities and communities
Goal 12 Responsible consumption and production
Goal 13 Climate action
Goal 14 Life below water
Goal 15 Life on land

Goal 16 Peace, justice and strong institutions
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Goal 17 Partnerships for the goals
Source: Authors' compilation (2024)

Evolution of sustainable development

A vast body of literature exists on community-based organisations (CBOs) in both developed and developing
countries, including research on the SDGs (Arora & Mishra, 2022; Bali Swain & Yang-Wallentin, 2020; Colglazier, 2015;
Esquivel, 2016; Fukuda-Parr, 2016; Hak, Janouskova & Moldan, 2016; Miriti, 2022), policy frameworks (AUC, 2018; Bolarinwa,
2015; Dinbabo & Badewa, 2020; Mangala, 2016; Phakathi, 2019) and treaties and conventions for African development (De
Feyter, 2022; Erinosho, 2013; Hajian & Kashani, 2021; Maluwa, 2020; Saez de Camara et al., 2021; Xiang & Mainkade, 2023).
The concept of sustainable development has evolved significantly. Prior to 1972, it focused on conservation and responsible
resource use (Kirkby, O'Keefe & Timberlake, 2023), with little international coordination. The 1972 Stockholm Conference
marked a pivotal moment, leading to the Stockholm Declaration on environmental conservation and economic progress
(Atapattu, 2022).

The evolution of sustainable development (see Table 2) underscores the interdependence of economic growth,
environmental health and social equity (Hall, Gossling & Scott, 2015). Initially emphasised at the 1972 UN Conference on
the Human Environment, it gained traction through the Brundtland Report of 1987, defining sustainable development as
meeting present needs without compromising future generations (Grosseck, Tiru & Bran, 2019). Global initiatives like the
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SDGs address issues such as poverty and climate change (Popkova, Sergi & Bogoviz, 2023), with a shift toward a holistic
approach that includes economic growth and social inclusion (Shi et al., 2019). Table 2 shows the evolution of sustainable
development initiatives.

Table 2: Evolution of sustainable development initiatives

Period/Initiative Key Global Event Description

The Embryonic Period Early environmental awareness Initial recognition of environmental issues and
(before 1972) industrial impact but no global coordination.
The Molding Period 1972: United Nations Conference Known as the Stockholm Conference, this event

on the Human Environment

established the United Nations Environment

(1972-1987)
Programme (UNEP) and marked the beginning

of global dialogue.

1987: Publication of “Our Common
Future”

The Brundtland Commission’s report introduced
the term "sustainable development" and laid the
foundation for global sustainability efforts.

1992: United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development
(Rio Earth Summit)

Focus on sustainable development with the
adoption of Agenda 21, Rio Declaration and the
UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change.

The Developing Period
(1987- present)

2000: United Nations Millennium
Summit

Established the MDGs, which targeted poverty,
education, gender equality and environmental
sustainability.

2015: United Nations Sustainable
Development Summit

Introduced the SDGs, expanding the MDGs to
17 goals with a 2030 target, focusing on global
sustainability and development.

Source: Authors’ compilation (2024)

Before 1972, sustainable development was not a recognised research or policy focus (Ruggerio, 2021). Global attention
centred on economic growth with little concern for environmental sustainability or social equity. However, as the adverse effects
of industrialisation became evident, the need for sustainable practices gained attention. The 1972 UN Conference on the
Human Environment in Stockholm was pivotal, resulting in the Stockholm Declaration, which called for balancing economic
progress with environmental protection. The 1987 Brundtland Report laid the foundation for the 1992 Earth Summit, which
produced Agenda 21 and the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD). The MDGs followed in 2000, addressing
global issues like poverty and environmental sustainability. Sachs (2012) highlights the SDGs' broader, more integrated approach
compared to the MDGs, emphasising inclusive and sustainable development (Esquivel, 2016; Fukuda-Parr, 2016).

African continental-level initiatives

Africa's development agenda is increasingly shaped by a combination of continental initiatives and global
frameworks such as the SDGs (DeGhetto, Gray & Kiggundu, 2016; Dinbabo & Badewa, 2020; Efretuei, 2007; Mugagga &
Nabaasa, 2016). Agenda 2063, the African Union's (AU’s) strategic framework, aims for political unity and sustainable
growth by 2063. Supporting policies include the African Mining Vision (AMV) for sustainable resource use and the CAADP
for food security. Treaties like the Paris Agreement and the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights reinforce these
efforts (Hegertun & Meestad, 2023; Maluwa, 2020; Mangala, 2016; Mballa, 2022; Mugagga & Nabaasa, 2016; Phakathi, 2019;
Ufomba, 2020; Vhumbunu, 2022)

Table 3: Major policy frameworks, treaties, conventions and programmes in Africa
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Policy Frameworks (Africa-specific)

Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture
Development Programme (CAADP)

Malabo Declaration (2014)

Africa Green Stimulus Programme

The AU's 50-year development plan for inclusive growth and sustainable
development.

Africa’s agriculture policy to promote food security, nutrition and wealth
creation.

Focuses on accelerated agricultural growth, transformation and climate
resilience.

Focuses on green economic recovery post-Covid-19, renewable energy and
biodiversity conservation.

Treaties and Conventions (Africa-specific and global)

African Charter on Human and Peoples’
Rights (1981)

Maputo Protocol (2003)

Lomé Convention (1975-2000)

Abuja Treaty (1991)

AU Convention on Preventing and
Combating Corruption (2003)

African Convention on the Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources (revised 2003)

Bamako Convention (1991)

Paris Agreement (2015)

United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD)

Source: Authors’ compilation (2024)

Also known as the Banjul Charter, this ensures the promotion and protection
of human rights across Africa.

An extension of the African Charter, focused on women's rights and
gender equality in Africa.

A trade and development agreement between the European Union and
African, Caribbean and Pacific countries.

Established the African Economic Community (AEC), promoting
economic integration and regional trade.

A legal framework designed to fight corruption across the African
continent.

Aims to promote sustainable use of natural resources and address
environmental challenges.

Prevents the import of hazardous waste into Africa, protecting the
environment from industrial pollutants.

A global agreement to tackle climate change by
limiting global warming to well below 2°C.

Targets desertification, land degradation and promotes sustainable land
management in African countries.

Reconciling African Agenda 2063, Global Agenda 2030 and SDGs

Africa's long-term development is guided by two frameworks: the United Nations' 2030 Global Agenda for SDGs
and the AU's Agenda 2063 (Mugagga & Nabaasa, 2016). Although their timelines and goals differ, both frameworks aim to
promote sustainable development. Agenda 2063 is a 50-year vision focusing on inclusive growth, political stability and
regional integration, while the SDGs provide a global framework to be achieved by 2030. DeGhetto, Gray and Kiggundu
(2016) highlight the ambitious goals of Agenda 2063 and the challenges of implementing such a broad framework across
Africa’s diverse geography, stressing the need for good governance and regional cooperation.
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To ensure that achieving one set of goals does not hinder another, the AU has worked to align Agenda 2063 with the
SDGs (Dinbabo & Badewa, 2020; Hegertun & Mzestad, 2023; Maluwa, 2020).

Recognising the overlaps between the two frameworks, the AU formulated other measures such as the Continental
Results Framework for Women (African Union, 2024) and the Continental Framework for Youth (African Union, 2020)
among other initiatives to integrate the SDGs with Agenda 2063. In order to mobilise resources, coordinate policies and
form alliances necessary to accomplish both agendas, it is imperative that this framework be used to evaluate progress and
ensure coherence in execution. This framework is essential for mobilising resources, coordinating policies and forming
alliances necessary to achieve both agendas.

Bentley and Pugalis (2014) challenge conventional wisdom in regional development and make the case for more
inclusive, people-focused tactics. In Africa, remittances are crucial for enhancing household income, alleviating poverty and
bolstering sectors such as education, health and gender equality. These financial flows drive sustainable economic progress,
promote entrepreneurship and improve financial inclusion, collectively supporting the achievement of numerous SDGs across
the continent (Akanle, Kayode & Abolade, 2022).

According to Bentley and Pugalis (2014), development initiatives that are successful must have their roots in local
contexts and be directed by the goals and requirements of the communities they affect. Agenda 2063's objectives, which
highlight the value of community involvement and local ownership in the development process, align with this point of
view.

A lack of funding, unstable political environments and weak institutional capacity are significant obstacles Africa
must overcome to effectively align and implement Agenda 2063 and the SDGs. Swain (2018) notes that these political and
practical issues also affect Agenda 2063's implementation. Overcoming these challenges will require creative thinking,
strong collaborations and persistent dedication from all stakeholders (Mballa, 2022; Mugagga & Nabaasa, 2016; Phakathi,
2019). Additionally, Kumar, Kumar and Vivekadhish (2016) stress the importance of addressing unresolved issues from the
MDGs and strengthening partnerships to ensure the SDGs lead to meaningful, lasting improvements in people's lives. This
perspective is especially relevant in Africa, where achieving sustainable development remains a critical necessity.

Achieving Africa’s long-term SDGs will require
continued collaboration, innovation and resilience

Implementation of Agenda 2063

A number of strategic programmes and activities aimed at converting Agenda 2063's goals into concrete results have
served as a roadmap for its execution (Chevallier and Chesterman, 2022). A 10-year implementation plan that covers important
sectors such as infrastructure, education, health and industrialisation and includes specific goals and projects has been
established by the AU (Chevallier and Chesterman, 2022; Ufomba, 2020; Vhumbunu, 2022). The implementation of the agenda
at both national and local levels by various AU institutions and regional groups is essential for its success. For instance, the
African Development Bank (AfDB) plays a key role in financing infrastructure projects that align with the goals of Agenda
2063. A notable example is the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA), which seeks to enhance
regional integration and cross-border connectivity (Ufomba, 2020). Notwithstanding these initiatives, there are still difficulties in
turning Agenda 2063's lofty objectives into reality. Effective implementation is frequently hampered by problems such as
insufficient money, unstable political environments and institutional capacity limitations (Hegertun & Maestad, 2023;
Mugagga & Nabaasa, 2016). In order to gather resources and technical know-how, the AU has worked to fortify its alliances
with global organisations, businesses and civil society.

Efforts to further strengthen abilities to implement Agenda 2063

Several steps have been taken to increase the continent's capacity to support the execution of Agenda 2063. One
noteworthy initiative to improve monitoring and evaluation systems to track progress and pinpoint implementation
shortcomings is the creation of the AU's Continental Results Framework (Dinbabo & Badewa, 2020; Mballa, 2022; Ufomba,
2020; Vhumbunu, 2022). To further promote accountability and good governance among member states -- both essential for the
effective implementation of Agenda 2063 -- the AU has also created the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM)
(Froehlich, Ringas & Wilson, 2020). Enhancing the administrative and technical capacities of national governments and regional
organisations has been the focus of capacity-building projects. This comprises educational initiatives, venues for exchanging
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expertise and mechanisms for regional cooperation created to improve the manpower and resources available to carry out the
projects and policies of Agenda 2063.

Progress on the fast track/flagship programmes and projects (2063)

Agenda 2063 includes transformative initiatives such as the Great Inga Dam, the African Virtual and E-University
and the African Integrated High-Speed Railway Network (Deel-Smith, 2022). Notable progress has been made, particularly
with the ongoing design and construction of key rail corridors in the High-Speed Railway Network, aimed at enhancing
trade and communication. Similarly, the Great Inga Dam project, which seeks to harness the Congo River's hydropower, has
advanced through feasibility studies and initial construction stages (Eyita-Okon, 2020). However, these projects face
challenges such as political instability, regulatory hurdles, funding shortages and environmental concerns.

Although Agenda 2063 and the SDGs offer strong frameworks for Africa’s development, challenges in
implementation, institutional capacity and alignment with global frameworks remain (Hegertun & Maestad, 2023). Achieving
Africa’s long-term SDGs will require continued collaboration, innovation and resilience, as evidenced by progress in these
flagship projects and their strategic alignment with the SDGs.

Monitoring of SDGs new trends, progress and challenges

Trends in SDG monitoring

Current trends in tracking the SDGs show how innovation and technology can transform data collection and
analysis, improving both its accuracy and scope. A significant advancement in this field is the integration of artificial
intelligence (AI) and big data into monitoring frameworks. Al-driven methods are now regularly used to analyze large
datasets from various sources, offering real-time insights into multiple SDG metrics (Dinbabo & Badewa, 2020). This
technological shift greatly enhances the ability to track SDG progress and make data-driven decisions.

Another key trend is the growing importance of disaggregated data to ensure inclusive and representative
progress, especially for marginalised populations. This focus has led to advancements in data collection techniques that
provide more granular insights based on gender, age, income and other socio- demographic factors. Disaggregated data
helps identify disparities that aggregate statistics might overlook and informs targeted interventions to address these
inequalities (UN, 2019; DeGhetto, Gray & Kiggundu, 2016; Phakathi, 2019; Vhumbunu, 2022). For example, new initiatives
are gathering gender-specific data on health outcomes and education levels to ensure equitable progress across all sectors.

The rise of citizen-generated data is also reshaping SDG monitoring. With the growing use of digital platforms and
mobile technologies, individuals and communities can now contribute data on local issues, fostering grassroots engagement
and offering new insights into development outcomes. Crowd-sourced data platforms, for instance, are collecting
information on healthcare access and water quality, complementing official statistics and providing a more comprehensive
view of development challenges and successes (Elvidge et al., 2020; Chevallier & Chesterman, 2022; Fukuda-Parr, 2016).

There is a movement toward integrating SDG monitoring into regional and national development frameworks.
Many countries and regions are aligning the SDGs with their national budgets and policy frameworks, ensuring that local
priorities correspond with global commitments. The AU, for example, has developed regional monitoring frameworks that
emphasise localised approaches to achieving global goals (UNECA, 2014).
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The use of big data and Al in SDG monitoring offers an additional benefit by creating a comprehensive framework that
captures the full range of social, economic and environmental variables influencing the progress of the SDGs, as emphasised by
Teh and Rana (2023). The comprehensive approach is vital for attaining objectives such as life on land (Goal 15) and climate
action (Goal 13), with geospatial data and satellite imagery playing crucial roles as key sources of information. Additionally,
Al can be utilised to analyse social media sentiment, providing valuable insights into public opinion on progress toward
Goals 1, 4 and 5, which cover poverty, education and gender equality.

The private sector plays a crucial role in maintaining and achieving the SDGs. Businesses are increasingly
leveraging technology to monitor their contributions to sustainable development and align their corporate social
responsibility (CSR) efforts with the SDGs. For example, consumer goods companies are using blockchain technology to
ensure sustainable sourcing and reduce their carbon footprints, while tech companies such as Google and Microsoft are
developing Al-driven solutions for environmental sustainability. Despite these advancements, significant challenges remain
in effectively tracking SDG progress. Data gaps, particularly in low- income countries, continue to hinder accurate
monitoring. Many of these nations lack the infrastructure and technical capabilities to collect and process the data required
for SDG indicators, particularly in critical areas such as health (Goal 3) and education (Goal 4), where reliable data is
essential for informed decision-making.

A comprehensive approach must consider the trade-offs and synergies between different SDGs. Pradhan et al. (2017)
highlight the challenges in achieving the SDGs and the importance of balancing environmental sustainability (Goals 13, 14
and 15) with economic growth (Goal 8) to avoid unintended consequences. Effective monitoring and implementation also
require collaboration across local, national and international levels, as noted by Kanie et al. (2017), who emphasise the need
for multi-level governance to ensure accountability and transparency. To tackle these challenges, the international
community has emphasised capacity-building initiatives (Boakye & Dinbabo, 2021; Adeniyi & Dinbabo, 2019). Programmes
like the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data (GPSDD) support developing nations in strengthening their
data collection and analysis capabilities, facilitating more effective monitoring of SDG progress (Dinbabo, 2003; Dinbabo,
2024). Additionally, technology companies contribute expertise and resources to improve data quality and accessibility
through public-private partnerships, which play a crucial role in bridging data gaps.

Progress in SDG monitoring

The creation of international structures has advanced SDG monitoring. The Global Indicator Framework,
developed by the United Nations Statistical Commission with over 230 indicators, provides a standardised method for
assessing development across nations (Dinbabo & Badewa, 2020; Chevallier & Chesterman, 2022; Fukuda-Parr, 2016; UNSD,
2021). This framework enhances reporting consistency and comparability, facilitating more accurate evaluations of both national
and international progress. Policy-makers benefit from detailed reports on SDG progress. Moreover, some nations have
established national SDG frameworks that adapt to local conditions while aligning with international norms. These
frameworks often include national metrics that reflect local aims and concerns. For example, the EU has implemented a
comprehensive monitoring system that integrates national statistics and EU-specific indicators to provide a view of regional
progress (Eurostat, 2021). This approach ensures that SDG policies and actions are more relevant and effective.

Notable advancements have also been made in improving the quality and accessibility of data (Fukuda Parr, 2016;
UNSD, 2021; Ufomba, 2020). Initiatives to upgrade statistical infrastructure and fund data collection methods have produced
better and more thorough data on various SDG indicators. For example, enhanced data collection techniques and increased
financing for national statistical offices have led to more timely and reliable reporting on indicators like educational
attainment and poverty rates (UNSD, 2020). These advancements support more efficient policy-making and targeted
interventions. Furthermore, SDG monitoring has advanced significantly due to multinational alliances and collaborations.
Global partnerships, like the GPSDD, unite governments, NGOs and private sector players to enhance data infrastructures
and exchange optimal methodologies (GPSDD, 2021). These partnerships foster innovative approaches to tracking and
achieving the SDGs while strengthening capacity-building initiatives.

Challenges in SDG monitoring

The availability and quality of data remain significant obstacles in monitoring the SDGs (Dinbabo & Badewa,
2020). Low-income and developing nations struggle with accurate data collection due to limited resources, inadequate
infrastructure and insufficient technical expertise. This data gap hampers effective progress monitoring and informed
decision-making, particularly in health and education sectors in sub-Saharan Africa (UNSD, 2020). Addressing these
challenges requires substantial investments in capacity-building and statistical systems. Additionally, measuring success
concerning the interrelated SDGs is complicated. The broad focus of the goals on social, economic and environmental issues
makes tracking overall progress difficult. For instance, while income data can monitor progress toward Goal 1 (reducing
poverty), evaluating its effects on education (Goal 4) and climate action (Goal 13) poses challenges (Sachs ef al., 2019). Thus,
integrated monitoring strategies are essential. The Covid-19 pandemic worsened these monitoring difficulties by disrupting

NEW AGENDA - Issue 96 | First Quarter 2025



‘& Peer reviewed article Opportunities and challenges

data collection and diverting resources from sustainable development initiatives. Delays in surveys and censuses have
hindered progress tracking and assessments of the pandemic's impact on various SDGs (UN, 2021). This highlights the need
for resilient data systems capable of withstanding international crises. Concerns exist regarding current monitoring systems'
ability to adapt to new challenges. Thus, continuous improvements are required for monitoring frameworks to remain
relevant and effective in tracking SDG progress (Dinbabo & Badewa, 2020; Efretuei, 2007; Hegertun & Meestad, 2023; UN,
2021).

Conclusion and recommendations

The SDGs and various policy frameworks play a crucial role in guiding Africa's sustainable development
(Chevallier & Chesterman, 2022; DeGhetto, Gray & Kiggundu, 2016; Dinbabo & Badewa, 2020; Efretuei, 2007; Hegertun &
Meestad, 2023; Phakathi, 2019; Ufomba, 2020; Vhumbunu, 2022). The integration of SDGs into frameworks such as Agenda
2063 reflects the continent's commitment to addressing poverty, inequality and environmental degradation. Treaties such as
the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights and the Paris Agreement provide legal frameworks that enhance human
rights and environmental protections (Mballa, 2022; Ufomba, 2020; Chevallier & Chesterman, 2022; Fukuda-Parr, 2016), fostering
cooperation to tackle climate change and resource management. This synergy between the SDGs and African initiatives
emphasises partnerships, innovation and sustainable practices, crucial for long-term resilience and prosperity. Recent
technical advancements and improved data availability have facilitated progress in monitoring the SDGs, but challenges
like data gaps, interrelated objectives and disruptions from crises such as Covid-19 limit effectiveness. Addressing these issues
is vital to ensure SDG fulfilment as the world approaches 2030. The following recommendations aim to enhance policy
implementation in Africa.

o Strengthen data infrastructure and capacity: Enhancing data availability, quality and collection requires investments in
statistical infrastructure, especially in developing and low-income nations. Improving technical proficiency, updating data-
gathering methods and guaranteeing national statistical offices have the means to generate precise and timely reports are
all part of this. Building these capacities can be greatly aided by partnerships and support from international organisations
(UNSD, 2020).

e Develop integrated monitoring approaches: It is critical to create comprehensive monitoring frameworks that consider the
inherent interconnectivity of the SDGs in order to meet the challenge of gauging progress towards them. To facilitate a
more thorough understanding of how progress in one area affects others, this entails developing tools that can track and
analyse the interdependencies across various goals (Sachs et al., 2019). Using integrated methods will aid in the creation of
interventions and policies that are more successful.

o Enhance resilience of monitoring systems: Resilient monitoring systems that can resist disturbances from around the world are
essential, as demonstrated by the Covid-19 pandemic. Building adaptable data-gathering systems that can keep up with
changing circumstances and guarantee the continuation of monitoring operations should be a priority. This entails using
technology to facilitate data collecting from a distance and continuing data collection efforts in the face of major obstacles
(UN, 2021).

e Promote greater inclusivity and participation: Extensive stakeholder engagement in the monitoring process can improve
data relevance and accuracy, including civil society, local communities and the commercial sector. According to Elvidge
et al. (2020), monitoring initiatives can be made more inclusive and representative of all population segments by
utilising participatory methodologies and citizen-generated data, which can offer extra insights into local conditions and
requirements. Enhancing responsibility and ownership of sustainable development projects is another benefit of this
involvement.

Conclusively, despite notable advancements in the SDG monitoring domain, sustained endeavours are imperative
to surmount current obstacles and adjust to a dynamic worldwide terrain. Stakeholders may assist the accomplishment of
global sustainability goals and increase the efficacy of SDG monitoring by fostering inclusivity, building integrated
monitoring methodologies, fortifying data infrastructure and improving system resilience.
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